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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 • An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Robert Stone on 5/1 8/2004. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

• Claim 3 has been canceled. ' 

• In claim 12, line 1, "3" has been deleted and replaced with -1-. 

i 

- — -Claim _1 has been deleted-and rewritten as follows: - --. 

1 . An apparatus for treatment of a flat surface, the apparatus comprising a 
support assembly for supporting a treatment tool, said treatment tool being capable of 
application to a flat surface, wherein said support assembly is designed to be brought 
into contact with said flat surface and operable for step-by-step reciprocating movement 
along said flat surface, wherein said support assembly comprises: 

a. A first unit and a second unit that float relative to each other, and are above 
said flat surface, said first unit or said second unit carrying a treatment tool positioned 
with appropriate friction on said flat surface to be treated with said treatment tool, 
wherein said treatment tool is selected from the group comprising a printing tool, a 
scanner, a pantograph, a cutter, a laser and an engraver; 
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b. A spring system connected to each unit for holding the units as close to each 
other as possible; 

c. Two parallel axles with cams at each corner of said support assembly, the 
cams being capable of creating vertical and horizontal motion of said first and second 
units with respect to each other; and 

d. An electromechanical mechanism, which is commanded from outside of the 
apparatus, said electromechanical mechanism providing rotational, synchronized 
motion to said parallel axles, 

wherein the movement of the support assembly is a sequence of discrete steps, 
each one comprised of the following stages: said first unit being raised relative to said 
second unit, moving a full step forward and lowering back to said flat surface; said - 
second unit being raised relative to said first unit and thereby moving a full step forward 
and lowering back to said flat surface; and after said discrete steps, treatment is 
capable of activation when both units are on said flat surface. 

3. The above changes have been made in order to clarify the language of the 
claims and to correct the dependency of claim 1 2. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin D. Williams whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2172. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 
6:00pm. 

j 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew H. Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 10/068,587 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2854 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

* 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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